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2025 Membership Dues are due
        Commander         

Ralph Leyba

Welcome winter, seasons
change but our commitment to
our veterans must never
change. As legionnaires’ like
our predecessors we must hold
to our standards of support and
honor them. Our preamble if
read properly should instill in
us pride and honor to serve.
One word in our preamble
(inculcate) means to take an
individual obligation. Each of
us must do our part, Post,
Auxiliary, Sons and Riders
working together, not for
ourselves but for the better-
ment of the Post and for our

survival in today’s changing
world.
 The holidays are approaching.
Let’s look forward to the new
year. 
Veterans day November 11th
our Veterans and factions are
engaging with the youth in our
schools to present and speak
about our Veterans now serving
and the Veterans in our
community who have served.
Explaining what commitment
and sacrifices our military does
to ensure our freedoms and
national security.
  Thanksgiving celebrations are
a  time for family to gather and
give thanks.
 Christmas holiday’s we have
the joy of giving to our loved
ones and family. New Year’s
Eve, we look to the future with
hope and commitment to our
comrades in arms!
This New Year let all of us
make a serious commitment and
effort to invite family and
friends to our post.
There is no reason we can’t
grow. Invite guest! There is no
reason we can’t entertain our
visitor's. With our gaming, golf
arcade, pool tables, and
activities such as trivia, bunco,
Poker Fridays, karaoke and live

bands (when the budget
allows!) And of course don’t
forget our friendly bar staff to
serve you. 
  May God bless America! 
     For GOD and Country        
We are the American Legion.
Commander Ralph

ppppp

mailto:email:RonaldL794@aol.com
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November, 2025
02 Daylight Savings Time Ends
04 Election Day - Get out and Vote
05 #697Auxiliary Meeting - 6:30 PM
08 Auxiliary Pancake Breakfast / 8 - 11am
09 Veterans Memorial Service at Lansing

Airport - 2:00pm 
10           Marine Corps Birthday - 250 yrs
11 Veterans Day
12 #697 Post Meeting - 7:00 PM

Exec. Meeting - 6:30 PM
19 #697 SAL Meeting - 7:30 PM

25 #697 House Meeting - 7:00 PM (office)
26 #697 Legion Riders Meeting - 7:00 PM
27 Thanksgiving Day

December, 2025
01 The U.S. Government held its

first draft lottery since WWII (in 1942) -
1969

03 #697Auxiliary Meeting - 6:30 PM
07 Remember Pearl Harbor - 1941
07  #697 Children’s Christmas Party
10 #697 Post Meeting - 7:00 PM

Exec. Meeting - 6:30 PM
13 National Guard Birthday - 389 yrs
16 Hanukkah b

17 #697 SAL Meeting - 7:30 PM
20 Space Force Birthday - 6 yrs
21 First day of winter
23 #697 House Meeting -

7:00pm (office)
25 Christmas Day _
? #697 Legion Riders

Meeting - 7:00pm
31 New Years Eve Party 

ppppp

Sr. Vice Commander
Ronald W. Line

The start of the new 2026 Legion year has started as
of August and some 2025 dues are due. The 2026
dues have been coming in. We’re at 74.66%

Looking for the following members to send in

their  dues. Stay a Member of our Post and the

American Legion - Please send them in NOW.

•   Ronald Albin - 2026

•   Melissa Banach - 2026

•   Michael Banach - 2026

•   Carrie Bennett - 2026 (transf. out UT0028)

•   Clifford Bergstrom Jr - 2026

•   Irvin Boesen - 2026

•   Hector Caballero Jr - 2026

•   Larry Carlson - 2025, 2026

•   David Daniel - 2026

•   Laura Eisaman - 2026

•   Harry Frederick - 2026

•   Jeffrey Freeman - 2026

•   Jesse Garcia - 2026

•   James Green - 2026

•   Phillip Grisaffe - 2026 (transf. Out FL0113)

•   Lawal Hamad - 2026

•   Thomas Hanlon - 2026

•   William Hawkins - 2026

•   Lynn Kazmierowski - 2026

•   John Kienzle - 2026

•   Dennis Knoerzer - 2026

•   James Larsen - 2026

•   John Lendabarker - 2026

•   John Mitchon - 2026

•   John Odom - 2026

•   Brandon Oliver - 2025, 2026

•   Jacob Pape - 2025, 2026

•   Eric Poe - 2025, 2026

•   Jerry Pryor - 2026

•   Vernon Redd - 2026

•   John Risser - 2026
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When Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving a
national observance in 1863, he asked his
“fellow citizens in every part of the United
States” to set aside “a day of Thanksgiving and
Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth
in the Heavens.”

•   Ronald Rogers - 2026 (transf. Out IL1198)

•   William Rohaly - 2026

•   James Schultz - 2026

•   Thomas Scott - 2026

•   Richard Skocz - 2025, 2026

•   Loren Stevens - 2026

•   William Vanduyn - 2026

•   Alsheena Vaughn - 2026

•   Rachelle Vinson - 2025, 2026

•   Richard Zaremba - 2026

~~ How can we help. Let me know why you’re
delinquent in your dues, What’s the reason? Is there a
problem?  Some of you who haven’t paid your dues
have been members quite a few years, don’t drop out
now.   After two years of delinquent dues you are
dropped as a Legion member. To keep your continuous
membership years you have to pay the delinquent past
dues, otherwise you lose those years on your card and
start over again.

So we can keep our records up to date and you continue
to get the Post Newsletter and Legion magazine ~ let us
know:

'   If you have a change of address

'   If you are on active duty or no longer are.

ppppp

POST EVERLASTING
Since our last newsletter the
following members have reported to
the Post Everlasting. Remember them
in your prayers.

Robert Murphy - Oct. 25, 2025 - USN

6 yr member

Jr. Vice Commander

John Odom
#697 Post Children’s Christmas Party

The Children’s Christmas Party
will be on December 07, 2025
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.  The
sign up sheet is up in the lounge
area, no names will be taken
after the deadline listed on the
sheet - no exceptions.) The age

limitations are infant to 12 yrs old.

Any child or grandchild of a Paid up Post, Auxiliary, 
SAL or Legion Rider member of Post 697 is eligible
to come to the party.

BUT PLEASE REMEMBER THE TWO
MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS!! 

 !   The child and member signing up the child must
be present.

 !   Bring at least two cans of food or non-
perishables PER CHILD in your group to the party
for our annual donation to the Lansing Food Pantry
for the less fortunate at Christmas. Please make sure
the food is not outdated!.  We will collect the food at
the door and check off your name for entry to the
party. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated
and acknowledged in our next newsletter.

Every year we ask this but not everyone does it.
Come on people show a little generosity, do a little
giving, not only taking.

ppppp

Saturday, December 31st

#697 New Years Party

   Kick out the old year and usher in the New Year
with us at Post #697.  Food - Favors - Music

(Things are still in the planning and have to be
finalized, further information will be announced at
the Post.)

   Make plans to come to our Post for New Years
Eve for an night of FUN, FAMILY & FRIENDS. 
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Auxiliary President

Tina Funchion

   Happy Fall from the Auxiliary.  

September started off with 2026 membership dues
collections.  Our membership chair is Carol
McFarland, and she is working diligently to get your
dues in and help our unit meet our goal of 85 paid
members this year.  Membership goals can only be
achieved when everyone works together.  Keep
spreading the word about the Auxiliary and what we
do. Remember what you say can add or detract from
our membership. 

VA&R committee chair is Patty Duzek. Patty is
working on bring us new and exciting ways to help
our veterans.  She attended a DAV meeting and is
learning more about how they help veterans. 

Patty Grigutis is our National Security committee
chair and has been digging in and learning all the
things under this committee. The range is from
active military to our local community. 

Elizabeth Gonzalez is our Ilini Girls State
committee chair. Last year Elizabeth was able to
establish contacts at our local high school, TF
South, and introduce this wonderful program.  We
were excited that Yaffa Gallon was able to attend
last June and can't wait to see who the citizen(s) are
that our unit will be able to sponsor at the June 2026
Girl State. 

Donna Murphy will once again be our Constitution
and By Law committee chair.  Donna had the task of
updating our Constitution & By Laws this past year
and will once again be keeping our C&By Laws up
to date. This is the best tool to running a unit. 

We have so many more committees and there are
more opportunities within our own unit.

Outside our unit, I have been asked to be the
Department Committee Chair for Public Relations
by our Dept. President Jill Layton.  Truly and honor
to be asked, along with a great learning experience
of all of the hard work that is being done around our
State. 

We have resumed our monthly Bunco events.  This
is a fun and exciting way to raise some funds for our

unit.  Our community of supporters were excited to
be back also.  Our October Bunco was held on
October 19th with a mission to raise funds for a
USO project. (I'll get to that in a minute)

During the month of October, we worked on a
project for Blue Star Families of Chicagoland. 
They are hosting a Caregivers Symposium on Nov
1st and needed some items for prizes and raffles. 
Our unit got busy and was able to make 4 large
no-sew fleece blankets and sent them off.  For more

information on Blue Star Families you can follow
them on FB https://www.facebook.com/CHIBSF or
you can check  out  t he ir  webs ite
chicago@bluestarfam.org 

  During our October meeting we agreed to use the
funds raised to purchase a drum set for the USO at
Great Lakes.  The USO falls under our National
Security committee, and our chair contacted them to
see if there was anything that they needed.  The
USO mentioned that they could use a drum set, and
we are happy to announce that the last Bunco
brought in enough funds to purchase the set.  A huge
shout out to our community of Bunco supporters for
your support in this project. Once it is delivered,
we should have a picture to share.  (USO Great
Lakes is a comfortable place for rest, relaxation,
and recreation. All amenities are offered at no cost
to active duty, guard, and reserve military service
members and their dependents. Retired military
service members are able to use the facility on a
space available basis.)

October is not over for us yet.  Our Unit will be at
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Fox Pointe on Oct. 25 for the Trick or Treat
community event.  Last year there were about 1500
kids that came in 2 hours.  We enjoyed talking with
the kids and parents last year.  Hopefully we will
have a sunny spot to stand in this year.   After that
we will be at the Post for the Post Trick or Treating
event.

November will be no less busy for our unit.  Here
are some upcoming events. 

Tues, Nov. 4th. We will be at the Village Board
meeting to present a check to the Shop With a Cop
holiday program our LPD sponsors.

Wed. Nov 5th our regular meeting at our new time
6:30pm

Sat. Nov 8th - Our Annual Pancake breakfast -
Thank you Lansing Copper Muggers.

Sun. Nov 9th - Walmart's Veteran's Day event. 

Sun. Nov 9th - Lansing Veterans Memorial Honor
Guard Veterans Day Event at the Lansing Airport 

Sun. Nov 16th- Bunco - doors open at Noon we roll
at 1pm.  No experience playing needed.

Wed. Dec 3rd - monthly meeting at our new time of
6:30pm

Sun. Dec. 7 - Kids Christmas party.  Please bring
some cookies to share with the kids

No Bunco in December - Enjoy your holidays.

Stay tuned for information on the Unit member
Christmas pary.

Auxiliary members - if you miss a meeting, please
be sure to contact another member to catch up on
what is going on.  We have plenty of room for new
members and plenty of work to go around.  If you
are male or female spouse, grandmother, mother,
sister, and direct and adopted female descendants of
members of The American Legion we need you. 
Consider joining us!

Happy Holidays to you all ~ Tina Funchion

President ALA Unit 697

Legion Riders President 
Nick Grigutis 

No submittal at this time
  Nick Grigutis, President

SAL Commander
Brian James

Greetings from SAL SQUADRON
697

No submittal at this time
  
For God and country.
Brian James - Edward Schultz Squadron 697
Commander

ppppp

Medicare Scams

It's important to know the signs of a Medicare scam

so you can protect yourself. To get your personal

information, like your Medicare number, scammers

may call, text and email saying things like:

1. "You need to activate or renew your Medicare

card."

2. "We'd like to send you a free genetic testing kit."

3. "Medicare has authorized us to send you a free

(knee, back or elbow) brace."

4. "You qualify for a refund on your Medicare

costs."

Remember, never give your Medicare card or

number to anyone except your doctor or people you

know should have it.Keep in mind: Caller IDs and
email addresses can be faked, so if you're not sure
who's calling, call us at 1-800-MEDICARE (1-
800-633-4227). And remember, Medicare will
never contact you unless you've contacted us first.

ppppp
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IDOR Alert: Beware of New Text
Message Scam Targeting Taxpayers

 The Illinois Department of Revenue (IDOR) is alerting

taxpayers to a new nationwide text message scam

designed to trick individuals into sharing personal and

banking information. This latest phishing scheme sends

fraudulent text messages claiming that a tax refund has

been processed — and urges recipients to “verify” their

banking information or risk losing the refund.  How

IDOR Communicates with You              IDOR does not

contact taxpayers via text message, email, or social media

for sensitive information. Official communications are

sent only through: U.S. Postal Service, or MyTax

Illinois, the department’s secure online account

management platform.                             If you receive

an unexpected message claiming to be from IDOR:  Do

not click any links - Do not provide personal or financial

information Delete the message immediately.

Need to Verify Something?  If you’re unsure about
a message or need to confirm the status of your
refund or account: • Visit tax.illinois.gov  • Call
1-800-732-8866 to speak directly with an IDOR
representative. Hearing-impaired TTY services:
1-800-544-5304. Representatives are available
Monday through Friday, 8 am - 5 pm.

               One of Our Own

Hi Ron - Don’t know if you were aware of Eddie’s
condition or new residence. My darling had a
massive brain bleed stroke on New Years Eve
2024. He is paralyzed on his left side and is also
suffering from early onset Alzheimer’s dementia
(since 2021). The dementia makes rehabilitation
from the stroke nearly impossible, he forgets he
can’t walk. He does still know his loved ones and
that is a blessing. Because his condition is so severe
it made him living at home impossible. Thank God
we found a place for him at Manteno Veteran’s
home where he has been since April 7. The care
there is exemplary and a fraction of the cost of
regular nursing homes. His address there is:           
            

                        Edward Simmons                           
            llinois Veterans Home Manteno               
                  1 Veterans Drive  -  R2E                    

Manteno, IL 60950

I know he would love to see anyone who was his
contemporary
from the Legion,
or possibly get a
card from you
all. He’s pretty
stable for now,
but has issues
with skin tears
and sores on his
bo ttom from
constant diaper
us e .  S inc e
Manteno is a
nearly 80 mile
round trip from
Lansing, I go 2-3 days a week to visit. Please keep
us in your thoughts and prayers.                              
               Just to let you know, Eddie and I were
able to finish our bucket list dream of visiting all 30
MLB Ballparks last summer before his stroke. We
are proud members of the 30/30 Club! We did 5
ballparks last year, wrapping up the quest at
Wrigley Field in September 2024! We did it in 7
years, so we were pretty proud to finish.?
Maybe that effort could get a spot in one of the
newsle tters? 
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Former U.S. President’s Daughter
Body is Finally Coming Home

   Almost two centuries after
being buried in an unmarked
grave in France, the
daughter of America’s fifth
president is finally returning
home.
Eliza Monroe Hay — the
daughter of President James
Monroe — will be reburied
on October 23 in Richmond,
Virginia, alongside her

family.
The discovery came thanks to retired teacher
Barbara VornDick, who spent years unraveling the
mystery. VornDick first learned about Hay in 2018
while working at Monroe’s former home near
Charlottesville. What started as curiosity turned into
a years-long mission that would change American
history. While researching, VornDick found a
heartbreaking letter Hay wrote in 1839, pleading, “I
am now in distress, in ill health, and in a foreign
country… Save me from utter ruin,” according to
The Washington Post. After caring for her ailing
family — including her father, who died in 1831 —
Hay was left nearly penniless. Cut off from her
inheritance by her brother- in- law, Samuel
Gouverneur, she sailed for France in 1838 hoping
friends abroad could help. Tragically, she died
there just two years later.
VornDick’s breakthrough came when French
officials contacted the James Monroe Museum in
Virginia to warn that the graveyard where Hay
rested was crumbling and her remains might be
moved to an ossuary. That sparked the Bringing
Eliza Home Project, which launched in 2023 to give
Monroe’s daughter the dignified burial she never
had. Nearly 200 years later, Eliza Monroe Hay is
finally coming home — and this time, she’ll be
remembered.                                                       

         ppppp

  

This nurse jerry-rigged a trach tube
to keep a wounded Marine alive    

Navy Times - Claire Barrett  Oct 30, 2025

WWII flight nurse Mary Hawkins

manually sucked the blood out of

the neck of an asphyxiating

Marine. (Air Force)

Before the Second World

War, there was little need

nor interest in evacuating

wounded military personnel

to rear areas via aircraft. As

the war turned global, however, the pressing need

for the creation of medical air evacuation squadrons

within the U.S. Army Air Forces became clear.

According to the Air Force, a rushed training

program for flight surgeons, enlisted medical

technicians and flight nurses cropped up at Bowman

Field, near Louisville, Kentucky.         The

all-volunteer force had to train for crash procedures,

survival training and the effects of high altitude on

patients with various wounds. Since the aircraft also

transported military supplies, the obvious markings

of the Red Cross were not permitted, making the

medical personnel particularly vulnerable to enemy

attack. Among such volunteers was 1st Lt. Mary

Louise Hawkins, who spent 13 months flying the

wounded out of the Pacific Theater, becoming one of

the few women to be awarded the Distinguished

Flying Cross during WWII.                                      

      On Sept. 24, 1944, while en route to

Guadalcanal from the fighting in Palau, the C-47

transporting Hawkins and 24 wounded Marines

began to run low on fuel. Forced to crash on Bellona

Island, which had not yet been cleared of enemy

forces, the resulting landing left all relatively

unscathed — all except one. During the landing, one
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of the C-47’s propellers ripped through the plane’s

fuselage and severed the trachea of an already

wounded Marine.

As the Marine asphyxiated in his own blood, the

rattled Hawkins moved quickly. Searching

desperately for a means of suction and with only

precious seconds to spare, the nurse ripped open

part of her “Mae West” life preserver and pulled

out the inflation tube from the vest. Inserting the tube

in the Marine’s neck, Hawkins manually sucked the

blood out the patient’s neck, spitting mouthfuls on

the floor of the C-47. The jerry-rigged suction tube

worked, allowing for the Marine to breathe while

the group waited over 19 hours for rescue.             

 For her actions, Hawkins was awarded the

Distinguished Flying Cross. “First Lieutenant

Hawkins displayed unusual courage in rendering

prompt and efficient first-aid treatment to an injured

passenger immediately after the accident,” her

citation reads. “First Lieutenant Hawkins’

immediate performance of technically difficult acts

despite the stress incident to the crash landing of the

airplane is an example of steadfast courage which

reflects great credit on herself and the Army Nurse

Corps.” Thanks to Hawkins, all 24 men survived the

harrowing ordeal.

                   ppppp

Veterans of Bravo Company
receive Bronze Medals 56 years
after combat

By Claire Barrett, Oct 14, 2025 Navy Times

For over two years, the men of Bravo Company, 2nd

Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry

Division, engaged in near constant battle in the

jungles of Vietnam’s Central Highlands. Since its

deployment to Vietnam in early 1967, Bravo

Company engaged in 94 separate firefights, enduring

heavy combat in Pleiku and Kon Tum provinces, and

participated in multiple campaigns including

Operation Sam Houston, Operation Francis Marion

and the 1968 Tet Offensive, according to an Army

release.

Now, more than half a century later, 14 soldiers of

Bravo Company were formally awarded Bronze Star

Medals by U.S. Army Maj. Gen. John W. Weidner,

chief of staff for U.S. Strategic Command, and Col.

Robert Newbauer, commander of the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers, during a Sept. 18 ceremony in

Omaha, Nebraska. “These soldiers endured the

worst of war,” Newbauer said during the ceremony,

according to the release. “Their bravery and

steadfast commitment to each other reflect the highest

ideals of military service. It is an honor to stand with
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them as they receive long-overdue recognition.”

Nicknamed the Ivy Division for the pronunciation of

the unit’s number in Roman numerals IV, the men of

the 4th Infantry Division were tasked with

disrupting enemy infiltration routes feeding the Ho

Chi Minh Trail in the Central Highlands, which had

quickly become a hotbed of enemy activity.

Lt. Gen. Stanley Larsen, former commander of I

Field Forces responsible for the Highlands, had

once cautioned, “If you ever let him get set, you’re

going to pay hell getting him out.” Larson had

recommended “spoiling operations” to keep the

North Vietnamese off balance — which the men of

the 4th Infantry proceeded to carry out.

By 1969, the unit had received a Presidential Unit

Citation and, in their own words, “decisively

denied the enemy freedom of movement along the

western highlands border.” Yet the actions of these

men went underrecognized for decades owing to the

fact that award practices of the time saw junior

enlisted soldiers receiving the Army Commendation

Medal while officers — even those on the same

mission — received a Bronze Star.

The medal itself was championed by Gen. George

C. Marshall during World War II. In a memorandum

to President Roosevelt dated Feb. 3, 1944, Marshall

wrote: “The fact that the ground troops, Infantry in

particular, lead miserable lives of extreme

discomfort and are the ones who must close in

personal combat with the enemy, makes the

maintenance of their morale of great importance.

The award of the Air Medal have had an adverse

reaction on the ground troops, particularly the

Infantry Riflemen who are now suffering the

heaviest losses, air or ground, in the Army, and

enduring the greatest hardships.”

One day later, Roosevelt authorized the Bronze Star

Medal by Executive Order 9419. During the Sept. 18

ceremony, five veterans were awarded the Bronze

Star Medal with Valor device for heroism in

combat: 1st Lt. John E. Shaeffer, Sgt. Don J.

Cantacessi, and Specialists Ronald Coleman, Roy F.

Pline and Stephen Wittenberg. “Each citation,”

according to the release, “recalled moments when

soldiers rushed into fire to aid comrades, provided

critical leadership under pressure or exposed

themselves to danger so others could survive.”

The nine other soldiers received Bronze Star Medals

for meritorious service, upgrading earlier Army

Commendation Medals. Among those recognized

were: Spc. Arturo G. Cuellar, Spc. Charles P.

Emery, Sgt. George A. Jones, Sgt. Dale G. Liefer,

Sgt. Thomas P. Saumur, Spc. Marvin S. Weis, Spc.

Ronald A. Wulff, and Spc. Clarence Kirshner, a

combat medic.

These awards recognized the daily grind of combat

leadership: squad leaders, riflemen and fire team

leaders who, as Marshall put it, “lead miserable

lives of extreme discomfort” to carry their men

through some of the toughest fighting of the Vietnam

War.

ppppp
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